
Growth Group Discussion Questions 
Romans 6:15-16, “Who is Your Master?” 
 

 
If you could snap your fingers and make it a reality, tell us about ONE skill you’d love to master.  
 

 
If, as a Christian, you think that you can go on sinning, even though or perhaps because you’ve been 
set free from sin, you really don’t understand the nature and the character of sin – or of life “under 
grace.” Grace doesn’t give the believer permission to continue in sin. Grace sets the believer free from 
sin, and to continue willingly in sin is to choose to obey sin rather than God. And be sure, you can’t 
feed your sinful cravings and expect them to die. They won’t. In fact, they’ll become more demanding, 
which is all the more reason to actively and intentionally “present yourselves to God as those who 
have been brought from death to life.” (6:13)  

 
• How is Paul’s question in Romans 6:15 similar to and different from his question in 6:1? 
• Summarize Paul’s answer to the question he poses in 6:15. 
• How do verses 15-16 help us better understand what it means to be “under sin” and “under 

grace”? (“If one claims to be ‘under grace’ and yet lives as a slave to sin, then the claim is 
nullified by one’s conduct. Those who live under grace show that they are under grace because 
they have a new master (God) and are liberated from their old master (sin). Paul refuses to 
accept any abstract understanding of grace separated from concrete daily living. Grace does 
not merely involve the forgiveness of sins. It also involves power in which the mastery and 
dominion of sin are broken.” – Thomas R. Schreiner, Romans, 332-33) 

• Why might a Christian who has been set free from sin think it’s okay to continue sinning? 
• According to Paul (v. 16), what does this person misunderstand about both the nature of sin 

and the nature of a saving relationship with God? 
• Why is it important that we understand the nature of sin (what it is and how it operates)? 
• Do you think Christians today treat sin casually? If so, why do you think this is? What evidence 

do you see to support your conclusion?  
• “You’ll serve sin, or you’ll serve God. There’s no middle ground.” That’s how Paul puts it in v. 

16, and that’s how Jesus puts it in Matthew 6:24. Have you ever thought about life in such 
stark terms. Why or why not?  

• “You’ll serve sin, or you’ll serve God. There’s no middle ground.” How might this biblical theme 
bring us into direct conflict with our own culture? (Hint: Ours is a culture sold out to the false 
doctrines of personal autonomy and self-sovereignty, and the mere notion that everyone is a 
slave to someone or something is utterly repugnant to many of our neighbors.) 

Launching Question 

Exploring Questions (What does God say?) 

Heart-level Response Questions (How should I respond?)  

Summarizing the Text 



• Do you find it difficult to admit personally that you don’t possess complete and total 
personal autonomy, that you are a slave to sin or a slave to God? Why or why not?  

• Have you ever tried to justify a particular sin with the attitude “What’s one time going to 
hurt?” or “I can stop anytime I want.” Based on what we’ve learned about sin from Romans 
6:15-16, what’s wrong with this thinking?  

• It’s time for some self-examination. In what areas of your life are you presently treating 
“the sinfulness of sin” casually? Use the following diagnostic questions to help you get 
specific. 

o Are there any areas of your life where you are in open rebellion against God? 
Maybe no one else knows, but you know that you are in sin, and you just don’t 
want to admit it. 

o Where do you see persistent, unaddressed ingratitude in your life?  
o Are there any areas of your life that you just can’t hand over to the Lord? You’re 

fighting to maintain control with every fiber of your being.  
o Are there sinful urges that you give into without a second thought – sinful thoughts 

that you entertain regularly, sinful habits that you engage in regularly, sinful desires 
that you feed, sinful choices that you continue to make? 

o Are looking for satisfaction from sinful pleasures thinking that somehow, some way 
those things will eventually come through for you?  

• If you do find yourself taking sin casually, what’s the solution? (Hint: Revisit Romans 6:11-
14, specifically verses 11 and 13.)  

• If you’re taking sin casually in a particularly area of your life, what does it look like to 
present yourself, in that area, as an obedient servant to God (Romans 12:1-2)?  

• If your life ended today, what would the general character of your life tell us about who 
your true master is?  

• How do verses 15-16 help you better understand the predicament that your lost friends 
and family members are in? (Ephesians 2:1-2) What is their only hope?  

 
• Personal: Divide into smaller groups of men and women and use the diagnostic questions 

above as an opportunity to encourage members to confess to one another those areas of 
life where they are treating the sinfulness of sin casually. Pray for one another.  

• Church: Pray also for our church that the Holy Spirit would give us the courage and 
conviction in increasing measure to present ourselves to God, as obedient children, rather 
than to sin.  

• World: Pray for a lost friend or family member by name, and ask the Lord to loose the 
bonds of slavery to sin in that individual’s life through their coming to faith in Jesus Christ.  

Responding to the Lord in Prayer 


