
Growth Group Discussion Questions 
Romans 6:17-19, “Proud to be a Slave” 
 

Describe the best boss you’ve ever worked for. What was he/she like, and why do you consider 
him/her a great boss?  

 
It’s one thing to be a fan of Jesus Christ. It’s another thing to be a slave of Jesus Christ. One is 
fickle. The other is sold out. One can watch from the sidelines. The other is prepared to follow the 
Master wherever he leads. And only one knows what true freedom tastes like – the slave of Christ. 
For true freedom isn’t the liberty to do anything you want. No. It’s freedom from sin and freedom 
to offer up your life to God. It’s freedom from the inevitability of sin and freedom to pursue God 
and pursue a life of obedience to him.  

 
Right out of the gate the apostle Paul gives credit where credit is due. “Thanks be to God,” he says. 
Why? It is God who has set us free from sin and made us slaves of righteousness. Let’s follow his 
lead and talk to God before we talk to one another. Let’s spend some time giving thanks to God for 
freeing us from sin and for making us slaves of righteousness before we begin to talk about the 
things of God and what it means to be slaves of righteousness.  
 

• Give thanks to God for rescuing you from a life characterized by and dominated by sin. 
You were once a slave to sin, but you are not any longer. Honor God by letting him know 
how grateful you are to have been set free from _______________. (Encourage the 
members of your group to fill in the blank with specific sins they realize they have been set 
free from and to express their thanksgiving to the Lord for his redeeming grace.)  

• Give thanks to God for the truth that has set you free and for the grace God has shown 
you by enabling you to respond to his Word with obedience that is from the heart. 
Express your gratitude to God for his unchanging Word and for the change he has wrought 
in your own heart and life through his Word. Ask him to give you a renewed hunger for his 
Word and a desire to know more and to continue to be changed by his truth.  

• Give thanks to God for the true freedom that you now enjoy in Jesus Christ. (John 8:31-
38) Acknowledge before him the privilege and joy that it is to be a slave of righteousness, 
and ask him to remind you this week that true freedom is not liberty to do just anything at 
all. Instead, it is liberty to be obedient to the God who created and redeemed you. 

 
 
 

Launching Question 

Responding to the Lord in Prayer 

Summarizing the Text 



 
1. According to the apostle Paul, who sets people free from sin and grants them obedience from 
the heart? (John 6:44-45) 
2. Why is it important that we remember this?  
3. What implications does this have for how we share the gospel and pray for lost friends and 
family members?  
4. How did God set us free from slavery to sin? (He redeemed us through the precious blood of his 
Son, 1 Peter 1:18-19, who paid the price for sin on our behalf, Romans 3:10-12.) 
5. What does Paul mean when he says that “you have become obedient from the heart?”  
6. How does this description of freedom from sin help us better understand what salvation is? 
(Hint: Salvation changes a person’s very nature, and a changed heart issues forth in righteous 
behavior that characterizes a new walk or manner of life.)  
7. What does Paul mean by the phrase “form of teaching” in verse 17?  
8. How does a person experience real freedom through the Word of God? (Hint: By doing what it 
says, in faith. By becoming obedient from the heart to whatever God says in it.)  
9. Why did Eve, in the garden, think real freedom would be found in disobeying God’s Word. Why 
do people still believe that today?  
10. What does it mean to be a “slave of righteousness?” (verse 18) Describe what it looks like in 
everyday life. How is being a slave to righteousness the truest and best definition of real freedom? 

 
1. Let’s get personal. Has your heart been changed? Do you presently have a desire, from the 
heart, to be obedient to God? If not, why? 
2. Let’s get personal again. Do you have a hunger for the Word of God – to learn more, to know 
more, to be more consistently obedient to it? If not, why? 
3. In Matthew 11:28-30, Jesus said that his yoke is easy and his burden is light. Do you find that 
being a slave to righteousness (a slave to Christ) is a delight or a burden? Why?  
4. In what ways have you given in to the lie that says true freedom is found in doing whatever you 
want? (Hint: The lie of personal autonomy is a huge, huge undercurrent in our culture, and I would 
challenge you to dig in here and really have your group members think hard about how it has 
affected them.)  
5. What would change tomorrow if you woke up and the first thought you had was, “Lord, I’m your 
slave. I willingly and joyfully submit myself to you today?”   

Exploring Questions (What does God say?) 

Heart-level Response Questions (How should I respond?) 


