




ADVENT: A SEASON OF ANTICIPATION

“Living in this present broken world is designed by God to 
produce longing, readiness and hope in me.”

Paul David Tripp

WHAT IS ADVENT?

The word “advent” means coming or arrival. The season of 
Advent is meant to remind us of Jesus Christʼs first coming and 
point us toward his second. Itʼs meant to cultivate in us both a 
sense of wonder as we consider his incarnation and anticipation 
as we consider his second coming. It is a time to remember, to 
rejoice, and to turn our hearts toward the Lord in preparation for 
Christmas and for Christʼs return. 

Advent is a season characterized by watching, waiting, 
patience, prayer, longing, and expectation. Advent is a season 
of deliberate tension. We remember the Messianic longings of 
Israel, and we give thanks for and celebrate the birth of the 
Messiah, but we look into our own hearts and we look around at 
our broken world and we recognize that all is not as it should be. 
The peace on earth promised by the angels has yet to be fully 
and finally realized, and Advent is a time to ache for the day 
when all will be made right. During Advent, the longings of 
ancient Israel become our longings. The cries of ancient Israel 
become our cries. The hope of ancient Israel becomes our 
hope, and we exclaim with the saints of old, “O come, o come, 
Emmanuel.” 

Why should we celebrate Advent?

First and foremost, Advent can help us focus our attention on 
Jesus. Itʼs so easy to get distracted during the Christmas 
season. Though we might say Jesus is the reason for the 
season, our busy lives sometimes tell a different story. Advent is 
a designed to help us slow down and walk intentionally toward 
Christmas giving our full attention to the One who matters most 
and to his incarnation and return.

Second, Advent can help us aim our anticipation as we prepare 
for Christmas. Our consumer culture goes from Halloween to 
Christmas overnight, and Thanksgiving increasingly seems to 
get lost in the merchandise march to Christmas Day. Advent is 
meant to help us remember, relive, and rehearse all the 
yearning, longing, and waiting that surrounded the promise of 
the Messiah, so that we are better prepared to celebrate the 
fulfillment of all the promises that accompanied his birth. As 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer once said:

Celebrating Advent means being able to wait. Waiting is an art 
that our impatient age has forgotten. It wants to break open the 
ripe fruit when it has hardly finished planting the shoot. But all 
too often the greedy eyes are only deceived; the fruit that 
seemed so precious is still green on the inside, and 
disrespectful hands ungratefully toss aside what has so 
disappointed them. Whoever does not know the austere 
blessedness of waiting – that is, of hopefully doing without – will 
never experience the full blessing of fulfillment.

Third, Advent can help us rekindle a sense of wonder and 
worship as we prepare for Christmas. As we meditate with 
intentionality on the massive miracles of the incarnation, the 
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virgin birth, and the very notion that God would come to dwell 
with us, as Immanuel, we are humbled by the greatness, the 
majesty, and the mystery that is our amazing God. 

Fourth, Advent can help us focus intently on the Second Coming 
of Christ, not charts, dates, or prophetic speculation, but on 
personal and corporate preparation. It is a time to search our 
hearts individually and collectively, to determine whether or not 
we are ready for him to return. It is meant to be a time for 
examination, for repentance, for renewed commitment to Christ, 
and for renewed confidence in his promise to come again and 
make all things new.  

REFLECT:  Why are you celebrating Advent? What do you hope 
the Lord does in your heart during this special season of 
anticipation?

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS DEVOTIONAL?

This devotional, Advent: A Season of Anticipation, is a tool. It is 
not meant to be another item to add to your Christmas checklist. 
It is designed to help you focus on Jesus Christ during this 
special time of year. Simply allow this devotional to guide you, to 
remind you to return over and over again to Jesus, in 
preparation for Christmas. It is our hope that this book cultivates 
in your heart and home a true sense of anticipation with regard 
to both Christmas and the second coming of our Lord and 
Savior.

This is a book for families. That said, some of the things in this 
book will work well for you and/or your family and some wonʼt. 
Thatʼs okay. Many things will work well if you donʼt have 

children, and some wonʼt. Use what works and disregard what 
doesnʼt. Second, “family” doesnʼt necessarily mean brothers and 
sisters, moms and dads, aunts and uncles. This is also an 
Advent devotional for the family of God. One of the great 
benefits of being a Christian is being made part of a forever 
family called the church. As Christians, we are now children of 
God, brothers and sisters with one another. So, regardless of 
what physical family you have around you (or donʼt have), you 
can share this Advent journey with your spiritual family. Here are 
some suggestions for doing this:
• Do one of the extended Sunday devotionals with your small 

group.
• Invite another family, in the church, into your home for dinner 

and allow them to share in that dayʼs Advent devotion with you 
and your family. 

• If you know of someone who is single or alone invite the 
person to share this journey with you. Our hope is that you 
experience the joy and hope of Advent with the family of God. 

• Visit one of our homebound church members, with your family, 
and do that dayʼs devotion with the person.

• Keep an Advent journal, as a family, so that you can share 
memories of the season with one another in coming years. 

HOW TO USE THIS DEVOTIONAL

This devotional contains four weeks worth of material. Each 
week follows a similar format. Each Sunday there is an 
extended devotional to do with you family and/or with others. All 
of these include the lighting of the Advent candle (see below), a 
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devotional to read to your family, Scripture readings, songs to 
sing, as well as suggested points of prayer emphasis. 

Monday through Friday there are shorter devotionals. Each has 
a Scripture to read, a point of reflection on that passage, 
questions to discuss and a suggested way for your family to 
pray. You could do this over a meal at home, at bedtime or even 
in the car, if your day is a busy one. The goal of these shorter 
devotionals is to curb the busyness for a moment and reflect on 
the One who is the center of this Advent season. 

On Saturdays weʼve provided a list of fun, family activities to do 
together that are meant to help your kids experience some of 
the truths youʼve discussed during the week. Feel free to do 
these whenever you like. You donʼt have to wait until Saturday to 
do them. And donʼt feel obligated to do any of them. Choose as 
many or as few as you want to do. The goal is to help your kids 
see how Christ is central to our celebration of Advent and 
Christmas. While giving and receiving gifts is a great practice 
that reminds us of Godʼs goodness toward us, it is most 
important that we remember together how Christ was the 
greatest gift. 

THE ADVENT CANDLES

Advent begins on the fourth Sunday before Christmas and runs 
through Christmas Day. On each Sunday of Advent a candle is 
lit that symbolizes a different aspect of the Christmas story. 
Each and every candle is meant to remind us of Jesus, the Light 

of the World, who came into the world to overcome the darkness 
of sin, death, and Satanʼs rule. 

Lighting the Advent candles has been done for many years and 
in many different ways. Some churches have different colored 
candles and those colors represent different things. For the sake 
of this book, weʼll be going with three purple or blue candles, 
one pink candle and one white candle. This is often done with a 
wreath that has the four colored candles around it and the white 
candle in the middle. Each Sunday youʼll light a candle at the 
beginning of your family devotions and then blow that candle 
out, along with any others that may be lit, at the end. On the 
next Sunday youʼll light the previously lit candle and then the 
next candle. 

This yearʼs Advent celebration schedule breaks down as follows:
• Sunday, November 29 – Light the 1st purple or blue candle. 

This is the Hope candle.
• Sunday, December 6 – Light the previous candle and the 2nd 

purple or blue candle. This is the Peace candle.
• Sunday, December 13 – Light the previous candles and then 

light the pink candle. This is the Joy candle. 
• Sunday, December 20 – Light the previous candles and the 

last purple or blue candle. This is the Love Candle. 
• Friday, December 25th – Light the previous candles and then 

light the white candle. This is the Christ candle. 

You can get these candles at Lifeway Christian Store or many 
other places online. Please donʼt feel that you have to go out 
and purchase a nice wreath and candles. You can just as easily 
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make a wreath out of something you have at home. In fact, this 
would be a great pre-Advent family project! The point being: the 
seasonal symbolism and the memories youʼll make are for more 
important than the price tag or the quality of the wreath and the 
candles. 

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT

We pray this book is genuinely beneficial, that it helps you and 
your family make this Advent season a memorable one that you 
wonʼt soon forget, one filled with stories to share in the coming 
years. But more than memories, we pray that this book helps 
you and your family focus on Jesus. We pray that it helps you 
adore him more, that it cultivates in you a desire to be more 
faithful to him, both during this season and into the coming year. 

No doubt this is a busy time of year. There are parties to attend. 
There are gifts to wrap. There is shopping to be done. There are 
holiday meals to be cooked. There are trees to be decorated. In 
the midst of the busyness, we genuinely hope that you will 
spend some intentional time with your family and your friends 
reflecting on Jesus, the greatest gift of all. We wrote this book to 
help you do that.

At the same time, we donʼt want you to feel overwhelmed. Itʼs 
okay to miss a few days. Making your life busier is not the goal 
of this book. So, slow down. Take a breath. Allow this book to 
bless rather than overwhelm you. And dive into this wonderful 
season of anticipation expecting the Lord to do good things in 
your heart, in your family, and in your church.

SUGGESTED RESOURCES

READING PLANS
• If your family enjoys reading The Jesus Storybook Bible, you 

might want to consider the Advent reading plan a young mom 
put together using some of the stories from this excellent 
resource. You can find it the free printable here: http://
homewiththeboys.net/advent-with-the-jesus-storybook-bible/

• YouVersion, the producer of a fantastic mobile device Bible 
application, has several creative Christmas Bible reading plans 
to choose from. You can browse them here: http://
blog.youversion.com/2012/12/advent-and-christmas-bible-
reading-plans/

MUSIC
• Bifrost Arts, Salvation is Created
• Jason Gray, Christmas Stories: Repeat the Sounding Joy
• High Street Hymns, Love Shall Be Our Token
• Andrew Peterson, Behold the Lamb of God
• Red Mountain Church, Silent Night
• Sixpence None the Richer, The Dawn of Grace
• Sojourn Music, Advent Songs
• Sojourn Music, A Child is Born
• Sovereign Grace Music, Savior
• Chris Tomlin, Glory in the Highest

BOOKS
• Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God is in the Manger
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A PRAYER

Great God of hope, give me 
eyes to see the 

hopelessness around me 
this very week, that I might 
all the more anticipate the 

glorious return of your 
reigning Son, through whom 
you will, at that time, bind up 
every wound and wipe away 
every tear. In the meantime, 
make me a messenger and 
a means of genuine hope to 
the broken and hurting you 

have placed around me, that 
the One who was born to die 

for the helpless and the 
hopeless might make 

himself known to them as 
present Savior. Amen.

WEEK 1

Hope. Pause and reflect, for a moment, on this simple 
word. What images does the word hope evoke in your 
mind? If someone asked you to define it, what would 
you say? 

Hope is in short supply in our world, much as it was 
when Jesus Christ entered the world as an infant many, 
many centuries ago. And very much like the world into 
which he came, ours is in desperate need of the sure 
and certain hope that only he can bring. 

During this first week of Advent, reflect on the many 
reasons people in our world lack hope, and consider 
those you know, who may be hurting and feeling 
hopeless even now. Allow these things to cultivate within 
you and your family a sense of longing during this 
special season of anticipation. Ask the Father to develop 
in you a deep desire for the return and forever reign of 
Jesus Christ and to renew in you a hopeful sense of 
wonder and worship as you prepare to celebrate the 
birth of his Son, who remains the only eternal hope for 
broken and hurting world.
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As you enter into this season of anticipation, it would help to 
set the mood if you began this time of reading, singing, 
reflection, and prayer at night or in a dark room, especially if 
you are lighting Advent candles, as a family. Beginning in a 
dark room will help to illustrate how the presence and light of 
the Advent candles is a reminder of the God who sent his 
Son into our dark world to be the Light of the World. 

READ 

For behold, darkness shall cover the earth,
and thick darkness the peoples;
but the LORD will arise upon you,
and his glory will be seen upon you.
And nations shall come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising.
- Isaiah 60:2-3

[Light the first purple or blue candle.]

READ

In the Old Testament God made many promises to his 
people. He promised Noah that he would never again flood 
the whole earth. He promised Abraham that he would inherit 
a land, that he would have a son and that he would become 
the father of many nations. He promised David that one of 
his descendants would rule forever over all Israel. And he 
promised his broken, exiled people that he would one day 
send a Rescuer who would restore them. He is the One 
about whom the prophet Isaiah wrote: 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government 
and of peace there will be no end, on the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

- Isaiah 9:6-7  

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel.
- Isaiah 7:14  

God was going to send his people the greatest gift he could 
ever give them – himself. In and through this unique child, 
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he would rule in perfect righteousness over his people 
forever. He would save them, and he would dwell among 
them. The name Immanuel means “God with us.” What an 
amazing thought, that the God who made everything would 
come to earth, as a child, and would grow to live with and 
rule among his people. 

This great and precious promise brought such great hope to 
Godʼs people, but they had to wait. For four hundred years 
they waited in silence – longing for, anxiously anticipating 
the arrival of, and looking to the horizon for the dawn this 
promised One. 

REFLECT
• Whatʼs the longest youʼve ever had to wait for something 

you wanted? As you waited, how did you feel? 
• How did it feel when the day finally arrived and you 

received what you were waiting for?
• How must the people have felt who waited and waited and 

waited and waited for Godʼs promised king and rescuer to 
come?

SING

Listen to, sing or say the words (below) to ”O Come, O 
Come Emmanuel.” If you have a favorite recording of the 
song, play it, and sing along, as a family.  If not, this is a 

good one: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=k0Wy2u9TENo

O come, O come, Emmanuel  
And ransom captive Israel  
That mourns in lonely exile here  
Until the Son of God appear

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

READ

Then, after all that waiting and waiting and waiting, in 
darkness and despair, and even as Godʼs people doubted … 
something happened. 

The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,
on them has light shone.
- Isaiah 9:2

The promised One, “God with us” entered the world. Jesus 
Christ, the long-awaited, long-anticipated King of all kings 
came into the world as a light shining forth into the darkness. 
Strangely, he wasnʼt born in a palace. Even still, the myriad 
host of heaven trumpeted his arrival. Here, in a feed trough, 
in the form of a helpless infant, was heavenʼs hope at long, 
long last. Here was the answer to Israelʼs cries, to 
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humanityʼs deepest longings. Here was anticipation realized. 
Hear what the apostle John says about the Lord Jesus:

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome 
it.

- John 1:4-5 

Though darkness covered the earth due to our sin, God 
promised that the darkness would not overcome his long-
anticipated Rescuer. In fact, he would face the darkness 
head on, and he would overcome its penalty and its power 
through his own death and resurrection. 

When we light the Advent candles each week during this 
season of anticipation, we are remembering that Christ was 
and is the light of the world that shines into the darkness. 
We are confessing, as a family, that he is the only hope of a 
world still groaning under the weight of sinʼs curse, and we 
are being reminded that we have been sent forth, as light 
bearers, into a dark and despairing world. 

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the 
world. Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.

- John 8:12

…for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light 
in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is 
found in all that is good and right and true), and try to 
discern what is pleasing to the Lord.

- Ephesians 5:8-10

For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are 
not of the night or of the darkness.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:5 

The Light of the World has passed the torch to us. The hope 
long deferred that entered the world when Jesus was born 
has been entrusted to we who are now his people. As 
Christʼs ambassadors, we are bearers of hope to a hurting 
world. We are carriers of the light of Christ called to 
illuminate a dark world and to show the sin enslaved around 
us the way out of darkness. 

REFLECT
• We live in a world desperate for hope. There seems to be 

no end to the problems we face, and sometimes we 
despair that anything can be made right. That was also the 
world Jesus came into when he was born. Discuss some 
of the potential reasons for the present lack of hope in our 
culture. Talk together about why the particular people 
around you might lack hope and about the ways Jesus can 
bring hope into their hopelessness.  

• What are some of the ways that we can share the light of 
Christ with the people around us? How can we be hope 
bearers to the hurting around us?

• Who are some of the people we know personally who are 
presently living in darkness, who havenʼt received Christ 
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as their Lord and Savior, and what can we do this Advent 
season to share hope and light with them?

SING

Sing the song “This Little Light of Mine” 

This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine  
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine  
This little light of mine, 
I'm gonna let it shine  
Let it shine, 
Let it shine, 
Let it shine.

PRAY
• Thank the Father that he has sent his Son into the world 

that we might have hope through him. 
• As those around you anticipate the gifts and get-togethers 

of Christmas, ask God to create a renewed sense of 
longing in your heart for lost friends and family members to 
know the greatest Gift of all.  Ask God to help you and your 
family be a light and a beacon of hope during this season.

• Pray that God would use your family to bring his message 
of hope to a lost and hurting world.

[Blow out the Hope candle.]

Note: For fun, consider doing one this weekʼs Saturday 
activities. Itʼd be a perfect way to engage in some of the 
Scripture weʼve just read. 
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Long before Jesus came, God began explaining what He was going to do. He 
was cultivating a sense of anticipation and longing among his people. 

READ

Read Isaiah 9:6-7. The book of Isaiah was written around 700 years before 
Jesus was born, and in these verses God told Isaiah something amazing – that 
he was going to send a king who would rule perfectly and rule forever over his 
beloved people. 

REFLECT

These two verses tell us lots of things about this great king. Looking back, we 
know these verses are all about Jesus. Give each member of your family a 
sheet of paper and a pencil, pen, or crayon. Together, list all the things you can 
find in these verses that tell us more about Jesus. Remember: we can look 
back, and see how Jesus was and is all these things, but when Isaiah wrote 
these hope-filled words, Godʼs people only knew what God had told them about 
the coming Rescuer up to that point. So be sure to stick with what Isaiah wrote, 
and donʼt add other things not in these verses. As you go through the verses, 
consider together what it might have been like for Godʼs people to hear Isaiahʼs 
description of Godʼs coming king. How do you think it felt to hear each thing 
described in these verses? 

George Frederic Handel took these verses and set them to music in his famous 
“Messiah.” For fun, gather the family around the computer and watch this: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZ_qIxn8VKU

PRAY

Pray and thank God for sending Jesus Christ to be our Wonderful Counselor, 
our Mighty God, our Everlasting Father and our Prince of Peace. Now, think of 
more names for Christ, and pray, as a family, saying, “God, thank you that 
Jesus is…” And then fill in the blanks.

Isaiah does it again. His prophetic words tell us even more about Jesus.

READ

Read Isaiah 7:14. Here Isaiah tells us that a godly young woman would have a 
son and his name would be “Immanuel.” But why that name?

REFLECT

“Immanuel” is a Hebrew word that means “God with us.” Think back to what 
you read yesterday and what you read today. What is the “big truth” Isaiah is 
telling us? What does this prophecy and promise have to do with hope? How 
do you think Godʼs people felt when they first heard this verse? How does it 
feel to know that God is forever with us, if we are followers of Jesus? Give each 
family member a piece of paper and a pencil, pen or crayon. Make a scroll with 
this prophecy on it. Memorize this verse with your family.

PRAY

Pray and thank God that he cared about us so much that he sent Christ to 
come and live with us. Praise him for being a God who wants to be near his 
people. Ask God to grow hope in your heart as a direct result of the promise 
present in this verse.  
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READ

Read Isaiah 16:5. 

REFLECT

God had promised David that a member of his family would always be king. In 
fact, every king of Judah was Davidʼs son, or grandson, or great-grandson, or 
great, great grandson. You get the idea. If God was going to send a king to rule 
among his people forever this king would have to be able to live forever (Jesus 
was God), and he would have to be from Davidʼs family, which Jesus was and 
is. Check out Matthew 1:1-16. These verses are much, much more than a 
boring list of names to be bypassed. Matthew is confirming Jesusʼ identity, as 
the One Isaiah spoke about, by showing us Jesusʼ family tree. He is a part of 
Davidʼs family!

Get out a piece of paper, and make a family tree of your family. Explain to your 
children what a family tree is, and share with your children what you know 
about each person on your family tree. Show any pictures you have of 
members of your family that your children may not know or remember. Share 
lots of memories, and explain to your children that we can be confident of 
Jesusʼ identity, as a descendant of David and Godʼs forever king, in part 
because we have his family tree.

Once youʼve completed your family tree, watch this for fun: https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=OvZW58LQg_k 

PRAY

Spend some time thanking God for the family you have. Pray that the hope we 
have in Jesus would be passed down to the next generation of your family and 
continue on and on and on, throughout the many years to come. 

READ

Read Isaiah 61:1-3. When Isaiah wrote these words, no one knew what to 
make of Isaiahʼs many prophecies and promises. Now, read Luke 4:14-21. 
What is Jesus telling us in this passage?

REFLECT

Can you give some specific examples, from Jesusʼ life and ministry, of the 
fulfillment of this prophecy? After answering this questions, talk about how your 
family – as bearers of Christʼs light – can do some of the things this prophecy 
mentions. What can you do for someone who is poor? How can you help 
someone whose heart is broken? How can you help a prisoner (either 
someone in a real prison or someone who is spiritually in prison)? What can 
you do for someone you know who is sad? And how can you declare and 
demonstrate Jesus and his love to someone who doesnʼt really understand? 

PRAY

Pray that God would use your family during this special season of anticipation, 
as carriers of Christʼs hope, to proclaim good news to the poor, freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of spiritual sight for the blind.
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Isaiah not only gave the ancient people of God a glimpse into what Godʼs 
Rescuer would be like. He painted for them a compelling picture of an entire 
world restored by Godʼs promised Rescuer. 

READ

Read Isaiah 65:17-25. 

REFLECT

Jesus Christ, the Rescuer, has come, and he has conquered Satan, sin, death, 
and hell, but we await his promised return, when he will set every wrong right 
and establish Godʼs kingdom throughout Godʼs creation. In other words, much 
like ancient Israel, we too are called to be a people of hope, to live looking 
forward to the day when everything Isaiah describes in this passage will 
become reality. The curse upon creation will be lifted, everything that is sad will 
come untrue, and God will dwell among his people forevermore in a world 
without sin. For those who follow Jesus, that day will be better than the best 
day we could possibly imagine.

Take out a sheet of paper and list as many things as you can, from this 
passage, that capture whatʼs going to be “new” about the new heavens and the 
earth. In other words, whatʼs going to be better about Godʼs new world than the 
world we live in right now? As a family, talk about what most excites you about 
the future God has planned for his people? Ask your children: How can we 
prepare now to live with God forever in the new world Isaiah describes?

Once youʼre finished, listen to this song called “The Reckoning.” Andrew 
Peterson expresses the kind of longing that believers through the centuries 
have voiced during Advent, as we anticipate the return of our soon coming 
king: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YhQv6gFxIn8

PRAY

Spend some time praising God for the unbelievable future that awaits those 
who have faith in Jesus Christ – forever with him in the new heavens and the 
new earth! Ask him to help you and your family live today in light of whatʼs to 
come when that great day arrives.
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• Make a specific promise to your child(ren), but do not follow 
through on it immediately. Make sure the promise is one they can 
and will anticipate, and use their waiting as a reminder that many 
waited a long, long time for Godʼs promised Rescuer and that we 
wait too with anticipation for the Second Coming of Christ. Remind 
them that Advent is a special season designed to remind us that 
our broken world is still in need of Christʼs redeeming presence 
and power. Then, next week, perhaps on Sunday during your 
family devotion, fulfill the promise that you made to them. This 
could be a special treat, a gift, an activity or something else that 
your kids will wait with anticipation for and will receive with joy. 

• Bake cookies together. As you wait for them to bake, talk about 
what it means to wait for Jesusʼ return. What does it look like to 
wait with eagerness and diligence, with anticipation and 
faithfulness?  

• Decorate your Christmas tree with lights. Talk about how Jesus is 
the light that God promised in Isaiah 9:2. Turn off all the lights. Talk 
about how it must have felt to wait for the promised Savior. Turn 

the Christmas lights on and thank God for Jesus, the Light of the 
World. 

• If youʼre handy with woodworking, consider building a manger. You 
can find simple step-by-step instructions here: http://
graphicdesignhero.com/blog/2009/01/20/how-to-build-a-christmas-
manger/. Once youʼve built it place it in your front yard. You could 
even fill it with hay. Use a doll for baby Jesus, but donʼt put the 
baby in the manger until Christmas Eve or Christmas morning. In 
the meantime, let the empty manger remind you and your family 
that our world still needs the hope that only Jesus can give, that all 
will not be well with the world until he returns. Make this part of 
your holiday traditions, as a family. If youʼre handy with tools but 
donʼt have kids, consider building a manger with some kids in our 
church who donʼt have a dad or one thatʼs handy with tools. If you 
need help connecting with some kids in our church, or if you have 
kids that need someone to build a manger with them, contact 
Jonathan Owen at 533-4130 or e-mail him at 
jonathanowen@smic.org. 

• Get the book Jothamʼs Journey by Arnold Ytreeide.  Written as a 
devotional for parents to read to their children during Advent, 
Jotham's Journey unfolds day by day until the exciting climax on 
Christmas Day. Each day's installment of the story is followed by a 
short devotional which will challenge your family to share in 
Jotham's discoveries. There are also two other books, 
Bartholomew's Passage and Tabithaʼs Travels, that continue the 
story and can be used for future Advent seasons. 
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A PRAYER

Great God of perfect peace, 
give me eyes to see the 

conflict, chaos, anxiety, and 
uncertainty, both within me 
and around me, this very 

week. Remind me that true 
and lasting peace is not just 
the absence of these things. 
Rather, it is wholeness and 

harmony – shalom – and it is 
only possible through your 
Son and our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. He is the Prince of 

Peace. Cultivate in me a deep 
longing for the full and final 
peace that he will usher into 
the cosmos at his return. And 

in the meantime, give me 
opportunities to share the 
peace of Christ with those 

around me who do not know 
peace. Amen.

WEEK 2

Peace. Pause and reflect, for a moment, on this simple 
word. What images does the word peace evoke in your 
mind? If someone asked you to define it, what would you 
say? Regardless of the words you might choose to 
describe it, one thing is certain. True and lasting peace is 
in short supply in our world, much as it was when Jesus 
Christ entered the world as an infant many, many 
centuries ago. And very much like the world into which he 
came, ours is in desperate need of the peace that only he 
can bring. 

During this second week of Advent, reflect on the many 
effects of sin in our world. Because of sin, there is no 
peace between God and people. Because of sin, there is 
discord in families and communities and between nations. 
Because of sin, there is no peace between humanity and 
creation. As you reflect on these things, ask the Father to 
develop in you a longing for the lasting peace of Christ to 
permeate lives, communities, and Godʼs good world. Ask 
him to show you, as an ambassador of Christ, how you 
might be a peacemaker in your home, your school, your 
workplace, your extended family, or your community. 

17

December 6-12



READ

Then a very large group of angels from heaven joined the 
first angel, praising God and saying: 

“Give glory to God in heaven, and on earth let there be 
peace among the people who please God.”

- Luke 2:13-14

[Light last weekʼs candle (Prophecy Candle) and then 
the Peace candle]

READ

One of the precious promises surrounding Godʼs coming 
king was a promise of peace. He would be known as the 
Prince of Peace.

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.

- Isaiah 9:6 

READ
In the Old Testament, God made a way for his people to his 
experience his mercy, so they were always offering 
sacrifices for their sins. A lamb would be slain, God would 
see the blood shed for their sins and then forgive them. 
They would be made right with God and have peace with 
him. But this peace never lasted. Before too long Godʼs 
people had sinned again, and again, and again, and there 
they were, right back at the temple offering another sacrifice. 

But God promised to send a king who would bring lasting 
peace to his people, a ruler of peace who would be known 
by the title, Prince of Peace. Jesus, Godʼs promised king, 
won this peace at the expense of his own life. He died that 
we might have peace with God forever, and according to the 
book of Hebrews, because of what he accomplished, no 
more sacrifices are needed, ever. Peace that will never go 
away. Thatʼs what we have, as followers of Jesus.

REFLECT
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• What do you think God was trying to teach his people by 
commanding them to offer regular sacrifices for their sin?

• How do you think it felt, as an Israelite, to offer regular 
sacrifices for your sin?

• Why donʼt we offer sacrifices for our sin anymore? 
•

SING

Sing or say the words to the third verse of “Hark the Herald 
Angels Sing.”

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 
born to give us second birth. 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!"

READ

This is the kind of peace that the angels were shouting 
about when they announced the birth of Jesus to a ragtag 
group of shepherds. They werenʼt just talking about a peace 
without conflict, the absence of anxiety, or the peace, quiet, 
and sense of calm you feel once all your children are in bed. 

No. They were proclaiming a perfect peace, a glorious 
“made right with God” peace.

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

- Romans 5:1

They were proclaiming a “share in all of the blessings that 
God will ever give” peace. They were declaring a cosmos 
wide peace, a peace and perfect harmony that would one 
day permeate the entire creation.

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

- Colossians 1:19-20

Can you imagine a world at perfect peace? One author 
describes it this way: “The image of Godʼs peace in 
Scripture is one where war is no longer a part of our world. 
Nations will turn their instruments of war into tools for the 
care of creation (see Isa. 2:4). Everyone will have food, and 
fear will be absent from our hearts. Godʼs peace is a 
wholeness of relationships throughout all creation.” (Paul 
Sheneman, Illuminate: An Advent Experience, 64)

What an amazing encouragement to know that we can 
experience this peace and live as agents of this peace, in 
the here and now, even as we anticipate our Saviorʼs return! 
We can have real peace in the midst of lifeʼs storms, in the 
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midst of sadness and loss, in the midst of fear, and we can 
communicate Christʼs peace to those who have none. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

- Philippians 4:7

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the 
world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, 
neither let them be afraid.

- John 14:27 

PRAY

Spend some time thanking God for the peace that is 
possible through Jesus – peace with God, peace with 
others, and peace throughout his creation. Get specific. Give 
thanks for a time when you remember experiencing Godʼs 
peace. Pray that in the coming year you and your family will 
be filled with peace, even when you face hard times, and 
pray that God will use you as agents of peace as you 
encounter others facing hard times.

SING

Sing or say the words to “Silent Night”

Silent night, holy night 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child  

Holy Infant so tender and mild  
Sleep in heavenly peace  
Sleep in heavenly peace

[Blow out both candles]
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Jesus still cleans up dirty temples!

READ

Read John 2:12-22. This passage has a lot to say about why Jesus came to 
earth. 

REFLECT

Godʼs people would offer sacrifices at the Temple in Jerusalem. Ultimately, 
these sacrifices were meant to prepare them for the arrival of Godʼs promised 
Rescuer, to help them receive Jesusʼ death on the cross as the full and final 
sacrifice for sin (see Hebrews 9:12). 

The Temple was a special house for God. Yet, people were so busy selling 
animals for the sacrifices that they forgot what the sacrifices were all about. 
Because people came to the Temple from many places, moneychangers had 
set up their little banks to exploit people who needed to exchange their money 
for coins they could use to purchase the Temple offerings. In a real sense, the 
Temple had become more of a shopping center than a place of worship. This 
made Jesus angry, and he demanded that the Temple be rid of the corruption. 
So, in an act that looked more like stirring the pot than peacemaking, he drove 
the crooks out of the Temple. 

And yet, clearing a path for peace was exactly what he was doing! He wanted 
everyone to know that the Temple was not a place for trade. It was a place for 
worship and relationship with God. More than this, he wanted everyone to 
know that he was the true Temple and that he would give his own life so that all 
who come to him in faith can have never-ending access to God. 

And just as he came to the Temple to clean it up, he came to earth to make us 
clean. His death has made us right with God! We have peace with him! We are 
forgiven and are now Godʼs Temple (1 Corinthians 3:16). He dwells with us! He 
dwells in us! What an amazing thought.

At Christmas we celebrate God coming to earth, as a man, to live and die for 
us, in order to cleanse us from our sin so that he might dwell with us. 

(Remember: Isaiah prophesied that Jesus would be called “Immanuel.” What 
does this name mean?) As we submit to God, the Holy Spirit cleans up the dirt 
and sin in our lives and replaces it with things that make us like Jesus 
(Galatians 5:22-23). 

PRAY

Lead your family in a time of prayer. Praise God for the peace that is only 
possible through the destruction and rebuilding of the true Temple, Jesus 
Christ. Be sure you give thanks to Jesus, who gave up his own life that we 
might have peace with and eternal access to God. Once you do this, be sure to 
confess things in your lives that God needs to “clean up” as you submit to Him. 
After all, you are now his Temple. 
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Everybody is important to God.

READ

Read Luke 2:8-15. As you read, think through all of the emotions the shepherds 
must have experienced as this happened. How would you have felt about this?

REFLECT

Of all people to hear the announcement of the birth of the Prince of Peace, God 
chose common, everyday, simple shepherds to receive the news. Because a 
shepherd looks after his sheep, Jesus is sometimes called a shepherd because 
he looks after us. (In fact, did you know that the word “pastor” comes from the 
same word as “pasture”? Pastors look after people like shepherds look after 
sheep, and like Jesus looks after us. Wow!)

Every town has a section where the “rich people” live. Thereʼs nothing wrong 
with having a lot of money, if you earn it honestly. Nor is there anything wrong 
with having a lot of money, unless your money is your peace and security. 
Some people are only interested in knowing people like that. But God cares 
about everybody. Jesus came to save rich and poor people alike, because all 
people are lost and destitute according to Godʼs economy. We have nothing to 
offer him except our sin. And yet, with the shepherds, we hear the angels 
declare, “Peace,” and with that one word we know of Godʼs desire to save, to 
heal, and to restore all who will repent and come to him. 

PRAY

In what ways can your family show love to people who, like the shepherds, 
donʼt have a lot of money? Consider one person (or family) who may be 
anxious and uncertain about their finances right now, and ask God what you 
can do to help. As a family, pray that God will give each of you a heart for 
people – all kinds of people – like Godʼs heart.

Telling the Good News

READ

Read Luke 2:16-20. The shepherds were grateful for what they had seen and 
heard.

REFLECT

Everyone in town knows itʼs Christmas. But does everyone know Christ? Has 
everyone heard the amazing announcement of the angels, the good news that 
peace with God is available to all who will turn from their sin and trust in Jesus? 

What did the shepherds do when they found out Godʼs Rescuer had been 
born? Act out their response, as a family. How can you and the members of 
your family follow the shepherdsʼ lead and respond, as they did, to the amazing 
announcement of the promised kingʼs birth?

PRAY

Have a family praise service. Think of all the ways you can praise God for 
sending Jesus to take our sins and make us a part of his family, and think of 
one person you can share the good news of Jesusʼ coming with this week. 
Pray for this person, and ask God to give you an opportunity to share the 
peace of Christ with them. 
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Do not be afraid.

READ

Read Luke 1:26-30 and Luke 2:8-14. Make special note of the reassuring 
words the angel spoke to both Mary and the shepherds. 

REFLECT

What do you think it would be like to encounter an angel? One reaction is pretty 
common throughout the Bible – fear. In fact, thatʼs exactly how both Mary and 
the shepherds responded when a heavenly messenger visited them. They 
were afraid. Why? What do you think caused them to fear? Did they have 
reason to be afraid of the heavenly messengers who visited them? Had the 
angels come to harm them? By no means! The angels came to Mary and the 
shepherds with good news. There was excitement and anticipation in the air. 
God was pleased to announce the birth of his son to them and to use them to 
accomplish his rescue plan. As such, there was no reason to fear. 

When we recognize that the same good news they received is the good news 
that God announces to us during this season – that his promised Rescuer was 
born, lived, died, and rose again for our salvation – we too can receive the 
encouragement of the angels: Do not be afraid. After all, Immanuel has come. 
God is with us, and he has promised never to leave us or forsake us. He has 
established peace between himself and us, and he will never cast us aside. 

PRAY

What things cause fear, anxiety, and uncertainty to rise up in your heart? If you 
have children, ask them what things cause them to be afraid. Praise God for 
promising never to leave or forsake us, and ask him to help you to cling to this 
precious promise when you become afraid.  

No more tears.

READ

Read Revelation 21:1-7.

REFLECT

Ask:  What have you learned about peace this week? Where did you see 
evidence of Godʼs peace around you? Where did you encounter people and 
situations still in need of Godʼs peace?

When it comes right down to it, weʼve got to admit that all is not as it should be 
in our lives and in Godʼs world. The peace of Christ does not permeate every 
corner of creation. There is war, unrest, famine, financial uncertainty, natural 
disaster, economic collapse, slavery, and a host of other evils that remind us 
that the enemies of Christ still run amok. 

But there is a day coming when Christ will reign throughout the cosmos, and all 
will be put right. That world is pictured for us in Revelation 21, and it is a world 
of perfect peace and harmony. Can you imagine a world free from sin and all its 
effects? What do you think a world like that would be like? Dream out loud 
together, and talk about what you and your family can do right now, during this 
season of anticipation, to better prepare for that coming world? How should the 
fact that we know the end of the story change the way we live right now? 

PRAY

Thank God for showing us the final outcome of the great story of redemption 
that he is writing? Ask him to help you and your family live courageously and 
sacrificially in light of the perfect peace that is to come. 
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• Do a prayer walk. As a family or with a group of friends, walk 
your neighborhood and pray for its peace. Pray for safe 
homes, safe places for children to play, protection for law 
enforcement officers, and peace among neighbors. Pray for 
the peace of Christ to enter each and every home this season, 
and ask God how you, your friends, or your family might be 
peacemakers in your neighborhood.

• Visit Vulcan Park with your family. As you look out over the city, 
pray for the peace of Birmingham and surrounding 
communities. Imagine, as a family, what our city would look 
like if the peace of Christ invaded every person, every home, 
every neighborhood, every business, every government 
agency, every church, every prison cell, every hospital room, 
and every classroom. Ask God to bring it about, for his glory 
and the good of our city.

• Visit the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute (www.bcri.org), and 
talk with your children about how sin causes hatred in our 

hearts toward others. It causes us to move away from rather 
than move toward them. The good news is that Jesus came to 
bring peace not only between God and people but also 
between people, all of whom are separated from one another 
because of sin. Read Ephesians 2:11-22 before you go, and 
explain to your children that Jesus is the only one who can 
bring true and lasting peace between people of different 
ethnicities, nationalities, and socio-economic backgrounds. 
While youʼre at the museum, pray for the continued racial 
healing of our city, and pray that the body of Christ in and 
around Birmingham would exhibit the power of the gospel 
through ongoing Christ-centered racial reconciliation. 

• Revisit Isaiah 9:6. Make Christmas ornaments with your family, 
and put one of the descriptions of Jesus mentioned in this 
verse on each one. Review each description together, and 
thank Jesus for being each one. Hang the ornaments on your 
Christmas tree as a reminder to you and to others of who 
Jesus Christ truly is. 

24

Saturday Family 
Activities

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12

http://www.bcri.org
http://www.bcri.org




A PRAYER

Great God of infinite joy, 
thank you for making it 

possible for us to experience 
your joy. You suffered 

immeasurable loss that we 
might know immeasurable 

happiness. You joyfully gave 
us the greatest gift of all – 

your Son. May it be our 
greatest joy to give you 
everything we have and 
everything we are. As we 
anticipate the arrival of 

Christmas, may you flood 
our hearts afresh with your 

joy and may that joy be 
contagious as we celebrate 
the arrival of our Savior with 

family and friends. Amen. 

WEEK 3

Joy. Pause and reflect, for a moment, on this simple 
word. What images does the word joy evoke in your 
mind? If someone asked you to define it, what would 
you say? Regardless of the words you might choose to 
describe it, one thing is certain. Abiding joy is in short 
supply in our world, much as it was when Jesus Christ 
entered the world as an infant many, many centuries 
ago. And very much like the world into which he came, 
ours is in desperate need of the joy that accompanied 
his arrival. 

During this third week of Advent, reflect on the many 
reasons people in our world lack true joy. As you 
anticipate the arrival of Christmas, be reminded that 
lasting joy is only found in Jesus. Even as we were 
reminded on Sunday, only his is “the kind of joy that 
doesnʼt depend on all our circumstances being right or 
simple or easy. Itʼs a joy thatʼs bigger than that.”  

26

December 13-19



READ

While they were in Bethlehem, the time came for Mary to 
have the baby, and she gave birth to her first son. Because 
there were no rooms left in the inn, she wrapped the baby 
with pieces of cloth and laid him in a feeding trough. That 
night, some shepherds were in the fields nearby watching 
their sheep. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them. 
The glory of the Lord was shining around them, and they 
became very frightened.

- Luke 2:6-9

[Light the previous two candles and then the pink Joy 
candle]

READ

Can you imagine what it would have been like to be in that 
field, among those sheep, that night? Itʼs dark and quiet. The 
shepherds are sitting and watching their sheep as they 
graze and drift to sleep. Then out of the night sky, out of the 
darkness – the glory of the Lord shines with blinding 
brilliance all around them. 

Now, what does the glory of the Lord look like? In Exodus 
16:10 we see the glory of the Lord appearing to the people 
like a giant cloud, and in Exodus 24:17 we read that “the 
appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire 
on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of 
Israel.” And one of the most amazing descriptions we find is 
in Revelation 21:23, where John sees the New Jerusalem 
(which is like Heaven) and says “the city has no need of sun 
or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 
its lamp is the Lamb.” Wow! Do those passages help you 
imagine what the shepherds saw that night? What an 
awesome sight the glory of the Lord must have been. 

REFLECT
• What do you think the shepherds were thinking and feeling 

as the glory of the Lord shone all around them?
• If you were in their shoes, how would you have felt?

READ
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Well, one thingʼs for sure. They were afraid. But even as 
their fear began to overtake them, they heard a voice.  

The angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I am bringing you 
good news that will be a great joy to all the people. Today 
your Savior was born in the town of David. He is Christ, the 
Lord. This is how you will know him: You will find a baby 
wrapped in pieces of cloth and lying in a feeding box.” Then 
a very large group of angels from heaven joined the first 
angel, praising God and saying: "Give glory to God in 
heaven, and on earth let there be peace among the people 
who please God." 

- Luke 2:6-9

READ

Can you imagine being the first to hear such great news? 
There you are, just a simple shepherd, watching your sheep 
on a night like any other and then, out of the darkness, 
youʼre given the greatest news ever. Good news “that will be 
a great joy to all the people.”

REFLECT
• Whatʼs the best news youʼve ever been given?
• Tell a story about how you once got to tell someone really 

great news. 

SING

Sing or say “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing.”

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King, 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With th' angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the newborn King!"

READ

When the angels left them and went back to heaven, the 
shepherds said to each other, "Let's go to Bethlehem. Let's 
see this thing that has happened which the Lord has told us 
about." So the shepherds went quickly and found Mary and 
Joseph and the baby, who was lying in a feeding trough. 
When they had seen him, they told what the angels had said 
about this child. Everyone was amazed at what the 
shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured these things 
and continued to think about them. Then the shepherds 
went back to their sheep, praising God and thanking him for 
everything they had seen and heard. It had been just as the 
angel had told them.
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- Luke 2:15:20

After all those years of waiting in darkness for the Rescuer 
to come, he entered the world an infant born in a barn and 
laid in a feeding trough, his birth announced by the host of 
heaven, with great light, great glory, and great joy. And what 
was the response of the shepherds? Well, they responded in 
the way people typically do when they hear great news. 
They had to see this Savior for themselves, and they had to 
tell others of the joy that had been revealed to them.

SING

Sing or say “Joy to the World.”
Joy to the World, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

READ

By the way, this song isnʼt just about how Christ has come. 
Itʼs about how Christ is coming again. Sing it one more time 
in joyful anticipation of Christʼs return. 

PRAY

Ask God to fill you and your family with true and abiding joy 
this season as you celebrate the coming of Christ and as 
you look toward the return of Christ. Pray that God would 
use your family to spread everlasting joy to those around 
you who have not yet come to know Jesus Christ as Lord 
and Savior.

[Blow out the all the candles]
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READ
Read Philippians 2:5-11. Jesus was willing to leave his place in heaven, to 
leave the praise of angels behind, and to come to earth, for us. He was willing 
to live in a human body, to live his life as a poor carpenter and teacher, for us. 
And he was willing to die a criminalʼs death, to endure the unimaginable pain of 
crucifixion and the Fatherʼs wrath, for us. And the writer to the Hebrews tells us 
that he endured it all “for the joy that was set before him” (Hebrews 12:2). What 
does that mean? How did “joy” compel Jesus to endure the cross? What was 
he looking forward to such that he would be willing to give up the glory of 
heavenʼs throne?

Philippians 2:8 literally says Jesus “emptied himself.” People have written 
books and preached countless sermons regarding what that might mean. 
Charles Wesley, who lived in England three hundred years ago, gives us a 
good clue. In one of his hymns he wrote these words:

He left his Father's throne above 
(So free, so infinite his grace!), 
Emptied himself of all but love, 
And bled for Adam's helpless race. 
'Tis mercy all, immense and free, 
For O my God, it found out me! 

REFLECT
Have each person in your family answer these questions: “What do you think 
Paul meant when he wrote that Jesus ʻemptied himselfʼ”? Why exactly did 
Jesus leave his throne above? What was the future joy that compelled him to 
endure death on a cross?

PRAY
Thank Jesus for giving up the privileges and praise of heaven for you and for 
your eternal joy. Ask God how your family can serve others like Jesus came to 
serve us? What would that look like? How can your family be better servants of 
those God brings into your life?

What is this joy all about?

READ
Read Luke 2:6-9 again. Think carefully about what the angels told the 
shepherds. What did it all mean? Is there something that we miss?

REFLECT
People who donʼt really know Jesus talk a lot about the joy and peace the 
angels announced to the shepherds. In fact, “joy” and “peace” are holiday 
buzzwords. You can find them almost anywhere this time of year. But 
sometimes when people use them, they can mean a different kind of joy and 
peace than the angels were talking about. What kinds of things might people 
mean, at Christmas time, when they use the words “joy” and “peace”? 

The joy and peace the angels talked about was a joy and peace that entered 
the world only as a result of Jesusʼ coming. He would put joy inside the hearts 
of his people no matter what was happening in their lives. And He would make 
peace between God and people when he gave his on life on the cross. He 
would himself be the source of these things, and without him neither lasting joy 
nor lasting peace would be possible.  

PRAY
Thank Jesus for being the sole source for true and lasting joy and peace. As a 
family, confess any areas in your lives where you are looking elsewhere right 
now for joy and peace. Maybe itʼs a relationship. Maybe itʼs financial security. 
Maybe itʼs the hope that youʼll receive a particular gift for Christmas. Maybe itʼs 
upcoming vacation time. Maybe itʼs the end of the semester. Maybe itʼs the 
calm after the holiday storm. 
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There is joy in heaven, too!

READ

Read Luke 15:1-7. This is a story Jesus told about what brings joy to the hosts 
of heaven.

REFLECT

Most people call this the parable of the lost sheep. But actually the story is 
more about the shepherd and how he felt when he found the sheep. How did 
the shepherd feel? Why did he feel that way? What did the joy the shepherd 
felt have to do with how God feels? What makes God joyful? Discuss what your 
family can do to bring God the same joy the shepherd felt.

PRAY

Pray for people you know who are like the lost sheep in the story, and ask God 
for clear opportunities to share with them the joyful news of Jesusʼ coming.

Sometimes joy can spring from the strangest places.

READ

Read Acts 5:41-42. Before you proceed further, examine the verses before 
these, and discover why the apostles were arrested. 

REFLECT

Look carefully at Acts 5:41. Why were the apostles rejoicing after they were 
dismissed from the council? They were rejoicing because they had 
experienced suffering on behalf of Christ. They were rejoicing because they 
were being persecuted for their faith in Jesus. Can you imagine that? Where do 
you think that kind of joy comes from? In other words, can you imagine 
personally rejoicing in the midst of imprisonment, threats, and beatings, all 
because you are a follower of Jesus? Why can Christians have abiding joy, 
even in the midst of such things? 

Talk together openly and honestly about times the members of your family may 
have been fearful about sharing Christ with others. Look again at Acts 5:42 and 
talk about how you and your family members can share the true meaning of 
Christmas with others.

PRAY

Ask God to develop in the members of your family a deep and abiding joy that 
is unaffected by circumstances or the negative responses of others to the good 
news of Jesus. Ask God to use this unyielding joy in Christ to propel you into 
the lives of hurting and broken people who may not want Jesus but who need 
him nonetheless. 
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Jesus left heaven to bring us Godʼs love.

READ

Read Romans 5:8. Talk through what this verse means. 

REFLECT

Notice the three statements this verse makes: (1) God shows us His love; (2) 
He did this while we were sinning against Him; (3) He showed us His love 
through the death of Christ. How do these three statements lead you to rejoice 
in the midst of (or in spite of) your present circumstances? How might you 
share this gospel joy with one other person this week? Is there another believer 
in your life who needs to be reminded that these things are fundamentally true, 
in spite of the joyless circumstances they may be facing? Make it a point to 
write this person (or family) a note of encouragement, or come up with a 
creative way to communicate gospel joy to this person by the beginning of next 
week.  

PRAY

Ask God to cultivate in your hearts a gospel joy that is noticeable, not just at 
this time of year but throughout the year. Pray for one person, as a family, 
whose joy in Christ needs to be renewed, and ask God to remind this person of 
Godʼs grace toward him or her. 
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• Typically, itʼs the parents who teach the kids. But during this 
Advent season of anticipation, let your kids teach you a little 
something. Take notice of what Jesus said about children. “At 
that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, "Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" And calling to him a child, 
he put him in the midst of them and said, "Truly, I say to you, 
unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter 
the kingdom of heaven.” (Matthew 18:1-3) 

• This year, as you watch your kids overflow with joy and 
excitement, in anticipation of Christmas morning, let their 
anticipation demonstrate to you what your attitude should be 
regarding the second coming of Christ. As you observe them, 
ask yourself:  Does my anticipation for Christʼs return match 
(and exceed) their anticipation for Christmas morning?  

• Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set 
your hope on the grace to be brought to you when Jesus 
Christ is revealed at his coming. 1 Peter 1:13

• There are five days left until Christmas. In the meantime, 
spend some intentional time just watching you children or 
children around you. Listen to their hopeful, excited, joyful 
voices as they talk about Christmas morning, and let that 
move you to wait with eager anticipation, like a child, for the 
second coming of Christ. Make their joy your own. 

• Get out some of your old photo albums and look through 
pictures of you or members of your family at various joyful 
times in your past. This could be a wedding, the birth of a 
child, a special vacation, a party or maybe pictures from 
Christmas morning. Talk about how we can experience 
happiness during different circumstances, but true joy comes 
from God and isnʼt dependent on our circumstances. Talk, as a 
family, about how God is the giver of joy, and he himself is the 
greatest joy. 

• Perhaps, as a family you could memorize some verses about 
“joy”. Recite them when you are in the car on the way to 
school or while you do chores around the house. These verses 
can be a good reminder to pursue joy when someone in your 
family is getting upset or when things arenʼt going so well. 
Here are a couple of suggestions:

• “Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though 
you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice 
with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory,” Peter 
1:8

• “These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be full.”  John 15:11

•
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A PRAYER

Great God of amazing love, 
no words can adequately 

express the gratitude that is 
due you. You so loved the 
world that you gave your 

one and only Son that 
whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have 
eternal life. May my life be a 

genuine reflection of your 
great love for me. May true 

love for you and true love for 
others be my everyday aim. 

Amen. 

WEEK 4

Love. Pause and reflect, for a moment, on this simple 
word. What images does the word love evoke in your 
mind? If someone asked you to define it, what would 
you say? Regardless of the words you might choose to 
describe it, one thing is certain. True love is in short 
supply in our world, much as it was when Jesus Christ 
entered the world as an infant many, many centuries 
ago. And very much like the world into which he came, 
ours is in desperate need of the love that only he can 
bring. 

During this fourth week of Advent, reflect on the many 
different things people in our world think about love. In 
fact, take a few minutes right now, and fill in the blank 
with as many cultural definitions of love as you can think 
of:  Love is ________________. 

Ask the Father to develop in you a longing for the life-
changing love of Christ to permeate lives, communities, 
and Godʼs good creation. Ask him to show you, as an 
ambassador of Christ, how you might best share his 
love in your home, your school, your workplace, your 
extended family, or your community this week.
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READ

For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life.

- John 3:16

[Light the three prior candles, then light the Love 
candle]

READ

One of the parts of Christmas that we all look forward to the 
most is giving and receiving gifts. We dream, we make lists, 
we make sure family members know what we want, and we 
shop diligently for that perfect gift, the one that will put a big 
smile on a loved oneʼs face. We hope that something 
wonderful waits for us under the tree on Christmas morning, 

and we look forward to seeing the look on that special 
personʼs face when they open the gift we so thoughtfully 
pursued and purchased.  

REFLECT
• Whatʼs the best gift youʼve ever been given for Christmas?
• Whatʼs the most expensive gift youʼve ever given to 

someone?
• Have you ever “re-gifted” a gift? Why?

READ

Sometimes we give gifts that donʼt cost us much; or perhaps 
we want to get rid of something we donʼt want, so we give it 
away. Itʼs a gift, but thereʼs no love in that, no sacrifice of 
time or money or thought. Giving out of true love always 
requires sacrifice. It always costs something. Sometimes itʼs 
money, in some cases itʼs time, sometimes itʼs putting what 
someone else wants over what you want, or maybe itʼs even 
sacrificing what you have for someone who needs it.

REFLECT
• Who is the best gift-giver that you know—the kind of 

person who always gives just the right gift or seems to be 
so thoughtful in their giving?
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• What makes that person such a good gift-giver?

 
READ

No gift-giver compares with God.  His gifts are the best gifts 
of all.

Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is 
no variation or shifting shadow. 

- James 1:17

PRAY

God is the ultimate gift-giver. Think of every good thing you 
have and know that you were given each of these things by 
God and God alone. You and I have nothing that we have 
not received from Godʼs gracious hand.  Have your family 
pray short prayers of thanksgiving for the many things that 
God has given you as a family or as individuals. You could 
pray something like, “God, thank you for your gift of 
____________________.” Just fill in the blank and keep 
your prayer short. This is an easy way for everyone in your 
family to pray. 

READ

But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to 
die for us while we were still sinners.

- Romans 5:8

All Godʼs gifts are good, no doubt. But all Godʼs good gifts 
pale in comparison to Godʼs greatest gift! God had so much 
love for us that He allowed his one and only Son to die at 
the hands of sinners like us. He sacrificed his Son for us. 
Stop and think about that for a moment. Linger. Donʼt 
proceed further without considering the glory of Godʼs love 
demonstrated toward cosmic rebels like you and me. He 
sacrificed his very own Son for us. Again, linger here in 
silence and wonder before you proceed.

SING

Sing or say “Silent Night”

Silent night, holy night
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child
Holy Infant so tender and mild
Sleep in heavenly peace
Sleep in heavenly peace

Silent night, holy night
Son of God, love's pure light
Radiant beams from Thy holy face
With the dawn of redeeming grace
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth
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READ

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

- John 3:16-18

PRAY

Write each phrase of these verses on a piece of paper. 
Spend some time praying each phrase of these verses back 
to God. Praise him for his great love. Thank him again for 
sending Jesus. Pray for friends and family members, by 
name, who have not trusted Christ. 

[Blow out all the candles]
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READ

7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God!
   The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.
8 They feast on the abundance of your house,
    and you give them drink from the river of your delights.
9 For with you is the fountain of life;
    in your light do we see light. 
– Psalm 36:7-9

REFLECT

In Psalm 36, David, the songwriting king of Israel, declares that the never 
stopping, never giving up, never faltering or fading love of God is precious. 
Why? Look at the verses above, and see if you can list the reasons why David 
declares the steadfast love of God to be so precious. What is about Godʼs love 
that causes David to sing? After youʼve listed Davidʼs reasons, make a list of 
your own. Why is the love of God so very precious?

PRAY

Spend some time praising God for his never stopping, never giving up, never 
faltering or fading love. Using Davidʼs reasons and your own, offer praise to 
God for the many reasons that his love is precious. And donʼt forget to offer 
God praise for the most amazing way that he demonstrates his love to us – 
through the coming of his one and only Son to take upon himself the 
consequences for our sin. He is the very fountain of life and the light of the 
world.

SING

Close out your time by singing together, “How Deep the Fatherʼs Love for Us.” 
Hereʼs a good version that includes the lyrics: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=SKDujmtyAVk

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22

READ

And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God 
because of all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the 
kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 

- Romans 12:1

REFLECT

At Christmas, we give gifts to each other, but what better way to show God our 
gratitude for his great love than to give him a gift? Of course, we can never 
repay God for his grace toward us in Jesus Christ, but when we give back to 
God we can worship him with our gifts. In other words, our gifts to God can 
demonstrate our love for God. But then that brings up a good question: What 
would God, the worldʼs greatest gift-giver and the owner of everything, want 
from us? The answer is in the verse above. In response to his grace, God 
wants you to give him, well, you. 

The best gift that you can give to God this Christmas is you. He wants your 
heart, your mind, your emotions, your mouth, your hands, your feet – your all. 
He wants you to love him with everything youʼve got. He wants you to trust him 
with everything youʼve got. Are you holding anything back? Have you reserved 
the right to rule in a particular area of your life effectively saying “No” to the 
God who redeemed you? Has God told you to do something and thus far, 
youʼve flat out refused to follow through? Climb up on the altar. Raise your 
hands in surrender, and give yourself to him today. He is worthy of your whole-
life worship.

Thereʼs an old poem that was set to music over a hundred years ago. Read or 
sing the last part of “In the Bleak Midwinter.”
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What can I give Him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 

PRAY

Spend some time in prayer and share your desire to give yourself to the Lord 
as a gift. If you feel comfortable doing so, whether youʼre alone or with your 
family, lift your hands to him in surrender, and ask him to use you in any way he 
sees fits, for his glory and your good. 

Ask the Lord to show you things in your life that you need to give up so that you 
can be an acceptable sacrifice, pure and blameless.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23

READ

By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we ought to lay 
down our lives for the brothers. But if anyone has the world's goods and sees 
his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love 
abide in him? Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in 
truth.

- 1 John 3:16-18

REFLECT

According to the apostle John, how do we know what love is? And how do we 
know that Godʼs love has captured our hearts? Itʼs pretty simple, really. If Godʼs 
great love for us has gotten hold of us then we will lay down our lives for 
others, just as Jesus did. We will give ourselves away. We will not close our 
hearts to brothers and sisters in need. We will not live closed-handed lives. We 
will not use people to obtain and maintain stuff. Instead, we will show that we 
have experienced Godʼs love by loving others, in deed and truth, just as he has 
loved us. We will use our stuff to love and bless others. We will live generous, 
open-handed lives reflective of the God who gave his very best to secure our 
salvation. 

So, is your life characterized by greed or generosity? Is it characterized by the 
same sacrificial love that God demonstrated toward you? Are you more 
concerned with the gifts youʼll receive tomorrow than you are with the gifts 
youʼll give tomorrow? Bottom line: If we get Godʼs love, weʼll love like God 
loves. 

PRAY  

Ask God to give you a great big heart like his, a heart that is sacrificially 
generous toward others, and trust him to answer this prayer by pushing the 
boundaries of your ability to love. In faith, ask God to show you one person or 
family you can love in a truly sacrificial way before this Christmas week ends. 
give each of you a heart for people – all kinds of people – like Godʼs heart.
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READ

Read 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10. 

REFLECT

Today is Christmas Eve. That means Christmas Day is less than one day away. 
Can you believe it? Whatʼs it been like to wait for the arrival of Christmas? 
Whatʼs it like to wait for anything youʼre excited about? Itʼs not easy, is it? In 
this passage, the apostle Paul commends a community of Christians for waiting 
expectantly on the return of Jesus (v. 10). Why did Paul think their waiting was 
important? Because the return of Jesus Christ was their greatest hope. Jesus, 
Godʼs Rescuer, would return and he would make everything right. At his 
coming, he would wipe away every tear. He would heal every hurt. He would 
eliminate sinʼs presence and power from Godʼs people and Godʼs world, and 
he would judge evil doers.

Paul also knew that their waiting affected the way these believers lived their 
everyday lives. Just think about the past couple of weeks. As youʼve waited for 
the arrival of Christmas, how has your everyday life been affected? What have 
you done differently? Take a sheet of paper and write down as many things as 
you can, from todayʼs Bible passage, that describe how the Thessalonians 
were living as they waited on the return of Jesus. Talk together about what we 
can learn from them as we too wait for the return of Christ. How would our lives 
be different if we were to live everyday with the expectation of his coming?

PRAY

Ask God to teach you what it means to wait well on Christʼs return, to live 
everyday with a sense of expectation and hope. Ask him to help you speak and 
show his love to those heʼs placed around you so that they too can know the 
same hope, peace, joy, and love that you know. 

ACT

Here are two suggestions for loving in deed and truth this week:

• Select a missionary family that is serving overseas and send them a care 
package. If they have kids you might send them candy or iTunes gift cards. 
Write a letter or prayer for them, and put that in the box too. You could easily 
go down the hallway of the church building and find a family thatʼs displayed 
in our “Hall of Missionaries” and pick one out. Most of their pictures will have 
ways to reach them, but if you need help securing a mailing address, let us 
know and weʼll get it for you. You can e-mail Jonathan Owen at 
jonathanowen@smic.org.

• Discuss with your family a particular way you can do something special for 
someone you know whose life may be characterized by anxiety or 
uncertainty during the holiday season. Hereʼs the catch: Do it in such a way 
that this person (or family) wonʼt know you did it. Perhaps you could leave a 
bag of groceries on someoneʼs doorstep, or order and pay for a pizza to be 
delivered to a poor college student. The skyʼs the limit! Use this as a way to 
help your kids understand the great joy of gift giving and as a reminder that a 
true gift expects nothing in return.
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A PRAYER

Great God of salvation, we praise you today for 
your faithfulness. Thank you for keeping your 

promises to your people. We celebrate the 
arrival of the Rescuer, the true king, and the 
fulfillment of every one of those promises, in 

him, today. Because of Jesus Christ, we have 
a sure and certain hope that all will be well, in 
spite of the many reasons our broken world 

gives us to lose hope. Because of him, we can 
experience forgiveness and true freedom from 

guilt. We who were once rebels have been 
granted amnesty. We have peace with you, 

and for that we praise you. Because of Jesus, 
we can have unspeakable joy, even when life 
offers us little reason to rejoice. And because 
of him, we know beyond a shadow of a doubt 

what love is and what it means for us to love in 
return. Let the prayers, the praise, the 

gratitude, and the celebration we offer you 
today point to him and him alone who was 

born, who bled and died and was raised for our 
salvation. Amen. 

CHRISTMAS DAY

The wait is over! Christ has come. Hallelujah! Praise 
be to the God of Israel, the one and only true God. The 
centuries of longing, waiting, and watching have found 
their fulfillment in the arrival of Godʼs promised Rescuer. 
Anticipation has become reality, and today, we rejoice 
with the shepherds, we worship with the wise men, and 
we marvel in wonder with Mary. The king has come, and 
hope, peace, joy, and love have all come with him. 

We want to encourage you to make this family worship 
service part of your celebration today. If you have family 
or friends visiting, consider inviting them to join you. 
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[Light all the previous candles and then light the Christ 
candle]

READ

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. This was the first 
registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all 
went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph 
also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And 
while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no place for them in the inn.

- Luke 2:1-7

SING

Sing or say the words to “Away in a Manger”

Away in a manger,
No crib for His bed
The little Lord Jesus
Laid down His sweet head
The stars in the bright sky
Looked down where He lay
The little Lord Jesus
Asleep on the hay

READ

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night. And an angel of 
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the 
angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good 
news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you 
is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ 
the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby 
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is 
pleased!” 
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- Luke 2:8-14

SING

Sing or say the words to “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”

Hark the herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!
Peace on earth and mercy mild
God and sinners reconciled"
Joyful, all ye nations rise
Join the triumph of the skies
With the angelic host proclaim:
"Christ is born in Bethlehem"
Hark! The herald angels sing
"Glory to the newborn King!"

READ

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the 
shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” And they went with haste and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when 
they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 
them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered at 
what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all 
these things, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

- Luke 2:15-20

REFLECT
• As youʼve journeyed through this season of anticipation 

called Advent, what have you learned? How have you 
been challenged, encouraged, comforted, or inspired? 

• How has this season of waiting and anticipation helped 
cultivate in you a richer understanding of and appreciation 
for what we celebrate today – the incarnation and birth of 
Jesus Christ?

• How has your commemoration of this season of 
anticipation helped you better understand hope, peace, joy, 
and love? 

• How have you grown in love for God and others during this 
season? 

READ

Sometimes, it can seem as if the things weʼve talked about 
and focused on during this season of anticipation have 
already happened. Theyʼre history, from our perspective, 
and this can make it challenging to cultivate a sense of 
longing. In other words, itʼs tough to anticipate something 
thatʼs already happened. The prophets of the Old Testament 
promised a Rescuer and a righteous king. Israel waited for 
the fulfillment of the prophetsʼ promise through four hundred 
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years of darkness. And finally, the long-anticipated Savior 
came. He was born without worldly fanfare, in a simple 
stable, to a young girl. Angels announced his birth, 
shepherds came to bear witness to their song of joy and 
peace, and wise men came from afar to worship him. He 
grew. He died. He rose again. 

But thatʼs not the end of the story. You see, we too have a 
part to play in this unfolding Advent drama. First, we must 
choose how we will respond to the arrival of Godʼs promised 
king and Rescuer. In many ways, his advent (or coming) 
confronts us just as it did Herod and the wise men. Will we 
respond, as Herod did, and reject the rightful place of King 
Jesus in our lives? Or will we bow before him, in worship, 
adoration, and submission, as the wise men did? Every one 
of us faces this choice each and every day. Advent is meant 
simply to bring this daily decision to the forefront of our 
hearts and minds, to move us toward renewed commitment 
to the Christ who deserves and demands our all.  

Second, Advent is designed to draw our attention to Christʼs 
return. We are called to remember that Christ has come, 
yes, but we are also called to recognize and confess anew 
that he will come again. And in light of his sure and certain 
return, we are called to be prepared, to live in such a way 
that we will be ready to meet him when he comes for us. 
This is the New Testamentʼs primary concern, almost every 
time the various writers speak of the second coming. “Be 
prepared,” they say in unison. Be faithful to Jesus. Seek first 
the kingdom of God. Pursue his rule and reign in your life 

and in your world in anticipation of his return and future reign 
upon the earth.    

Paul said it this way: Until that day we are “waiting for our 
blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God 
and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem 
us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a people for 
his own possession who are zealous for good works.” (Titus 
2:13-14) How are we to wait? We are to reject lawlessness 
and live in purity as those who belong to another world, 
another kingdom, and another king. 

There will come a day when we celebrate Advent no longer. 
Anticipation will become reality in the blink of an eye, and we 
will enjoy everlasting fellowship with our great God in a new 
heaven and a new earth. When Christ has come and reigns 
eternal all will be as it should be. But for now, it is our turn to 
wait, just as the prophets and saints of old did, with hopeful 
and prepared hearts for the “second” Advent of Christ. He 
was promised, and he came. He has promised us that he 
will return, and we can be certain that he will come again. 

SING

Sing or say the words to “Joy To The World”

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven and nature sing, 
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.
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Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let men their songs employ; 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat the sounding joy, 
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove  
The glories of His righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders, wonders, of His love.

PRAY

Thank God for Jesus. Praise God for keeping his promises. 
Ask him to permeate your Christmas celebration today, and 
ask him to give you a renewed sense of anticipation 
regarding his return. 

[Blow out the candles]
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SUGGESTED RESOURCES FOR THIS SEASON OF ANTICIPATION 

READING PLANS
• If your family enjoys reading The Jesus Storybook Bible, you 

might want to consider the Advent reading plan a young mom 
put together using some of the stories from this excellent 
resource. You can find it the free printable here: http://
homewiththeboys.net/advent-with-the-jesus-storybook-bible/

• YouVersion, the producer of a fantastic mobile device Bible 
application, has several creative Christmas Bible reading plans 
to choose from. You can browse them here: http://
blog.youversion.com/2012/12/advent-and-christmas-bible-
reading-plans/

MUSIC
• Bifrost Arts, Salvation is Created
• Jason Gray, Christmas Stories: Repeat the Sounding Joy
• High Street Hymns, Love Shall Be Our Token
• Andrew Peterson, Behold the Lamb of God
• Red Mountain Church, Silent Night
• Sixpence None the Richer, The Dawn of Grace
• Sojourn Music, Advent Songs
• Sojourn Music, A Child is Born
• Sovereign Grace Music, Savior
• Chris Tomlin, Glory in the Highest

BOOKS
• Dietrich Bonhoeffer, God is in the Manger
• Elyse Fitzpatrick and Jessica Thompson, Counting the Days, 

Lighting the Candles: A Christmas Advent Devotional
• Nancy Guthrie, Editor, Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus: 

Experiencing the Peace and Promise of Christmas 
• Noel Piper, Treasuring God in our Traditions
• Arnold Ytreeide, Bartholomewʼs Passage: A Family Story for 

Advent 
• Arnold Ytreeide, Jothamʼs Journey
• Arnold Ytreeide, Tabithaʼs Travels: A Family Story for Advent

VIDEOS
• Whatʼs in the Bible? Buck Denver Asks…Why Do We Call it 

Christmas?
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